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~ (2<Jl) 642-2604 Junius Williams, Director 

NEW ARIK AREA flANNMNG ASSOCfA 'HON 
158 Bruce Street 

First Floor 

Newark, New Jersey 07103 

February 13,1970 
Commissioner John C. Kohl 
Department of Transportation 
1065 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Dear Commissioner: 

In late November of 1969, the Newar~ Area Planning 
Associa~cion was approached by a team of consultants from 
System Design Concepts under contract to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation who were seeking to develop 
"a program for citizen participation" as a part of the study 
fo.r the joint development of Route 75 in Newark. 

At the outset it should be pointed out that the high
way, as originally conceived, was not designed to service 
the residents through whose neighborhoods it would have passed; 
rather, Route 7 5 denotes a con-nector corridor, whose sole 
function was to facilitate the flow of traffic from the su
burbs to the downtown business district of Newark, and back 
to the suburbs. 

Route 75 has been on the books of the Department of Trans
portation for almost ten years and during this period the City 
of Newark has experienced a civil rebellion; the demol~tion 
of a considerable portion of the hous ing in or adjacent to 
the proposed corridor; the conveyance or abandonment of large 
tracts of land in or near the highway corridor; the reloca
tion of large numbers of people into inadequate and insuf
ficient housing; and the systematic dehumanization of a great 
mass of people. 

The victimized inhabitants of Americals technological 
wasteland designated as Newark, New Jersey, are physical docu
mentation of man ' s inhumanity to man and the ruthlessness 
of technological advancement without human understanding and 
compassion. 

The present trend in Newark toward community self-deter
mination is one of the legacies left us by the failure of the 
planners of the sixties to recognize and acknowledge the human 
life affirming processes signified in the relationships of 
man to child to man to child, presided over by the univer-
sal order if man in his community is to be healthy. 

N.APA. 



The health of any being is insured only so long . as there 
is an equilibrium between the life-sustaining forces within and 
the life-sustaining forces without. Likewise, in order to main
tain a balanced equilibrium among people, a government insti
tution such as the Department of Transportation ought not 
hastily consider projecting an institution as disruptive to 
a community as a highway, without first consulting with the 
people whose lives will be affected most immediately and with 
the greatest impact, i.e., the residents, and achieving a true 
concensus of opinion. 

The demolition of housing, the relocation of individuals, 
the programmed dilution of the primary mechanism thriugh which 
the lawful and orderly processes of government in these United 
States is acieved, i.e., the vote, are consequences which ne
cessarily flow from the construction of any highway in a high
ly urbanized city and necessarly are defeating to any type of 
local self-determination aspired to by a community from within. 

The continued existence of the Route 75 Mid-Town Connec
tor has the added .effect of inducing landlords and authorities 
who control the land in and adjacent to the original proposed 
corridor, from building housing and rehabilitating dilapidated 
housing. 

The development of a program of citizen participation was 
one of the goals sought to be achieved in phase I of the study. 
To this end, during the months of December and January, the 
consultants met with various groups, municipal officials, and 
other interested persons. The Newark Area Planning Association 
after weeks of preliminary negotiation managed to bring togec
ther an ad hoc coalition of interested persons from the local 
community which embarked upon formulating the minimum ground 
rules through which any meaningful program for citizen parti
cipation could be developed. These ground rules were presented 
to the consultants in the form of a letter of agreement which 
they were requested to sign and adopt. That letter is enclosed. 

In response to the letter, the consultants indicated that 
they could not sign the letter, and they have adopted the po
sition that although its contract with the Department of Trans
portation calls for the development of a program for meaning
ful citizen participation, it cannot act for the Department 
in entering this agreement. It can only be concluded, there
fore, that if S.D.Co lacks the power to enter such an agreement, 
it also lacks the power to develop a signifigant program of ci
tizen participation in the joint development and, therefore, 
that aspect of the entire joint development process would be 
a sham. 



The phase I portion of the joint development study has 
virtually been completed. The parameters of the physical al
ternative plans have been fixed without any mechanism for 
citizen participation having been created, although the resi
dents were available and willing to participate in the study 
if there had been some written guarantee that their intere$t 
would be effectively protected. Thus, the posture of the re
port in its present form does not reflect the human insight 
gained through the subjective experience of the people whose 
lives Route 75 has and is affecting. 

Toward harmony and understanding, 


